The value of the Aviation Logistics Support Ship (T-AVB) was amply demonstrated in OPERATION DESERT SHIELD/DESERT STORM. Unfortunately, in the afterglow of success, a loss of momentum has beset this valuable program raising many issues and concerns regarding the future of large scale Aviation Combat Element (ACE) sustainment.
INTRODUCTION
The T-AVB mission has increased in importance through recent changes in doctrine. The increased doctrinal emphasis on rapid, sustained forces "from the sea" highlights the need for a responsive and sustainable ACE.4
Consequently, the role of the T-AVB has grown in importance as the centerpiece of the ACE expeditionary maintenance capability.
Only through regular exercises will the Marine Corps be able to achieve the required T-AVB readiness to support this doctrinal focus and meet the criterion as outlined in the Required Operational Capabilities and Projected Operational Environment 
ISSUES AND CONCERNS
The significant issues and concerns involving the T-AVB program can be categorized into three main areas: (1) funding for modernization, (2) material and capability deficiencies, and (3) readiness and training issues. willing to assume that the T-AVB will be ready, work as advertised in modes yet untested, and not place our Marines at risk? The T-AVB is far from just another containership; its operation is complex, dangerous and involves a number of perishable skills. Without proper funding, training, and aggressive sponsorship, the program will wither from apathy.
marine aviation must come to the realization that the T-AVB is as essential to the air campaign as MPS equipment is to the Ground Combat Element (GCE) and CSSE.
The sky is not falling. Many of the issues and concerns expressed in this paper can be solved simply through additional attention and training. A coordinated, proactive program strategy, coupled with vigorous exercises and leadership attention can ensure that the T-AVB will meet expectations in the future. To be smug over past success and make sweeping assumptions is an invitation to disaster.
Logistics is not glorious -but then neither would be the impact of not having adequate, sustained air support.
